
Melissa Cody  
Biography

1983
Born in No Water Mesa, Navajo Nation, Arizona 

Enrolled Member of the Navajo Nation
Lives and works in Los Angeles, California 

EDUCATION

2007
Institute of American Indian Arts 

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2017
Future Tradition: Melissa Cody, Houston Center for 

Contemporary Craft, Houston, Texas, February 3–
May 28

2023–2024
Melissa Cody: Webbed Skies, Museum of Art São Paulo 

(MASP), Sao Paulo, Brazil, October 10, 2023–Januar 
21, 2024; MoMA PS1, New York, New York, April 4–
September 2, 2024.

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2007–2008
Family Ties: Young Navajo Weavers, Heard Museum West, 

Surprise, Arizona, September 8, 2007–March 30, 2008

2010
Turning Point: Navajo Weaving in the Late 20th Century, 

Cooper Gallery, University of Nebraska State 
Museum, Lincoln, Nebraska, October 1–November 
30

2012
Messengers 2012, Rainmaker Gallery, Bristol, United 

Kingdom, June 13–July 25

2014 
Navajo Weaving: Tradition and Trade, Stark Museum of 

Art, Orange, Texas, February 8–July 12

2017–2018
Connective Tissue: New Approaches to Fiber in 

Contemporary Native Art, Museum of Contemporary 
Native Arts, Institute of American Indian Arts, Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, July 7, 2017–January 21, 2018

2018
Edgewater Reflections, Ingham Chapman Gallery, 

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico,
	 January 22–February 27
Footprints Forward: Navajo Contemporary Artists 

Post-1868, Navajo Nation Museum, Window Rock, 
Arizona, October 26–December 

2018–2019
SITElines.2018: Casa Tomada, SITE Santa Fe, New 

Mexico, August 3, 2018–January 6, 2019

2019
Interwoven, MASS Gallery, Austin, Texas, January 25–

March 2
Self, Made, Exploratorium, San Francisco, California, 

May 23–September 2
Artists for a New Era: Nine 4 Ninety, Museum of 

Northern Arizona, Flagstaff, Arizona, June 23–
October 13

Heritage, Rebecca Camacho Presents, San Francisco, 
California, October 4–November 9

2019–2020
Àbadakone | Continuous Fire | Feu continuel, National 

Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, 
November 8, 2019–October 4, 2020

2019–2022
Color Riot! How Color Changed Navajo Textiles, Heard 

Museum, Phoenix, Arizona, April 5–September 2, 
2019; Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg, Florida, 
December 19, 2020–March 14, 2021; Montclair Art 
Museum, Montclair, New Jersey, September 10, 
2021–January 2, 2022

2021
Crafting America, Crystal Bridges Museum of American 

Art, Bentonville, Arkansas, February 6–May 31



2022
Water, Wind, Breath: Southwest Native Art in 

Community, Barnes Foundation, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, February 20–May 15

2023
Made in L.A. 2023: Acts of Living, Hammer Museum, 

Los Angeles, California, October 1–December 31, 
2023

2023–2024
Diné Textiles/Nizhónígo Hadadít’eh, RISD Museum, 

Providence, Rhode Island, September 2, 2023–
September 29, 2024

The Land Carries Our Ancestors: Contemporary 
Art by Native Americans, National Gallery of Art, 
Washington D.C., September 22, 2023–January 15, 
2024

2024
To Take Shape and Meaning: Form and Design in 

American Indian Art, North Carolina Museum of 
Art, Raleigh, North Carolina, March 2 – July 28, 
2024
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